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February Unemployment Rates Increase

The Racine MSA not season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate
increased to 8.4 percent in Feb-
ruary. This figure is five-tenths of
a percent point higher than Janu-
ary’'s rate representing 500
fewer employed residents cou-
pled with a 400-resident in-
crease in the number of unem-
ployed residents. Compared to

February 2003, the county looks
a bit better with an unemploy-
ment rate that is nine-tenths of a
percent point lower with 900
fewer unemployed residents.
Racine MSA shows the biggest
annual unemployment rate de-
crease of the three regional
counties.

Six-Month Unemployment Rate Watch
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Racine’s industry employment
figures indicate both monthly an
annual declines in total employ-
ment measured by “place of
work”. The monthly tally of
76,900 jobs is 400 jobs fewer,
overall, than in January. Small
employment gains were seen in
financial activities, school dis-
tricts and wholesale trade. These
were offset by employment
losses in retail trade; and leisure
and hospitality employment at —
300 and —100 jobs, respectively.

Annually, Racine county’s overall
job count is about 1,000 jobs
lower than it was in February
2003. Manufacturing employ-
ment shows 1,000 fewer jobs
and retail trade employment is
about 500 jobs lower than one
year ago. Total Government em-
ployment is 300 jobs fewer than
one year ago. Noteworthy em-
ployment gains were found in
financial activities (+300 jobs)
and in education and health ser-
vices (+400 jobs).

Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin counties: February 2004

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County
Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03 Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03 Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03
Labor force 3100443 3082205  3,043457 85,098 84,756 85,170 93,781 93,906 94,253
Employed 2,900,761 2,898,195 2,830,758 79,748 79,782 79,476 85,944 86,460 85,490
Unemployed 199,682 184,010 212,699 5,350 4974 5,694 7,837 7,446 8,763
% Unemployed 6.4% 6.0% 7.0%) 6.3% 5.9% 6.7 8.4% 7.9% 9.3%
Walworth County Southeast WDA United States
Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03 Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03 Feb-04 Jan-04 Feb-03
Labor force 56,145 55,688 55238 235,024 234350 234,661 146,154,000 146,068,000 145,693,000
Employed 53,236 52,994 51,948 218,928 219,236 216,914 137,384,000 136,924,000 136,433,000
Unemployed 2,909 2,694 3290 16,096 15114 17,747 8,770,000 9,144,000 9,260,000
% Unemployed 5.2% 4.8% 6.0%| 6.8% 6.4% 7.6% 6.0% 6.3% 6.4%

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Local Area Unemployment Statistics. Figures are not seasonally adjusted and current month’s data are preliminary
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Industry Employment Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin - February 2004

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County Walworth County Southeast WDA

Diff.  Diff. Diff.  Diff. Diff.  Diff. Diff.  Diff. Diff.  Diff.

Employment in 1,000’ since  since since  since since  since since  since since  since

Jan-  Feb- Jan-  Feb- Jan-  Feb- Jan-  Feb- Jan-  Feb-

Feb-04 2004 2003 Feb-04 2004 2003 Feb-04 2004 2003 Feb-04 2004 2003 Feb-04 2004 2003
All Industries 27500 159 316 534 01 -07 769 04 -10 410 02 02 1713 00 -15
Construction/Natural Resources 1124 -32 43 20 01 -01 32 01 01 14 01 00 66 -02 00
Manufacturing 4996 16 53 97 00 -09 189 -02 -10 90 01 0.0 376 -22 -19
Total Trade 4267 -48 76 87 -01 03 119 -02 -04 56 -01 02 262 -02 01
Retail Trade 3138 -04 58 67 -01 02 89 -03 -05 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Wholesale Trade 1129 03 18 20 00 01 30 01 01 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Transport/Warehouse/Utilities 1045 -11 17 15 00 -0.2 19 01 01 11 00 -01 45 04 04
Financial Activities 1615 17 6.6 18 00 02 29 01 03 12 00 01 59 06 06
Education and Health Services 3754 39 138 83 02 04 105 00 04 37 00 01 225 12 09
Leisure and Hospitality 2316 -33 76 57 -01 -05 61 -01 00 66 -01 01 184 -06 -06
Info./Prof./Bus.and Other Services 4186 15 05 63 00 01 112 01 0.0 47 01 0.1 222 04 02
Information 490 01 -11 05 00 01 07 01 00 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Professional and Business Services 2426 15 6.2 31 00 0.0 59 00 01 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Other Services 1270 01 -46 27 00 00 46 00 01 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Fed/State/Local Government 4197 196 52 94 02 00 103 01 -03 77 02 0.0 214 14 03

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Current Employment Statistics. Figures are rounded and may not sum to total. Current month’s figures are preliminary

Walworth County’s unemployment
rate increased by four-tenths of a per-
cent point to 5.2 percent in February
precipitated by an a 215 person in-
crease in the number of unemployed.
The number of employed increased by
240 residents, but it was not enough to
offset an increase in the monthly rate.
On an annual basis. Walworth’s rate is
lower by eight-tenths of a percent point
showing almost 1,300 more employed
residents.

Walworth’s industry employment
showed a slight overall gain of 200 jobs
since January. Hiring by companies en-
gaged in manufacturing, school districts
and business services employment were
responsible for the monthly net gain.
Employment losses were reported in
trade employment and in leisure and
hospitality. The losses in these two in-
dustries were likely seasonal in nature.
Like many counties in Wisconsin, Feb-
ruary is a flat month for employment
increase regardless of the overall eco-
nomic conditions. Warmer months will

certainly bring this seasonal county’s job
count higher.

Walworth’s industry picture from an
annual perspective shows 200 more
jobs, overall. The gains was centered in
services-providing industries such as to-
tal trade, financial activities and educa-
tional and health services. Annual losses
were seen in two sectors: leisure and
hospitality; and transportation, ware-
housing and utilities, which combined
for =200 jobs.

The unemployment rate of the
Kenosha MSA increased by four-
tenths of a percent point to 6.3 percent
as a result of a slight decrease in the
number of employed and a 376-resident
increase in the number of unemployed.
Compared to last February, Kenosha
County shows over 270 more em-
ployed, 340 fewer unemployed and an
unemployment rate that is four-tenths
of a point lower.

Kenosha's overall industry employment

total is 100 jobs greater than in January,
but 700 jobs smaller than in February
2003.

The monthly net gain was a bit lower
than usual for Kenosha County in Feb-
ruary, but it was an employment gain
nonetheless. The annual employment
loss was rooted in the 900-job decrease
in manufacturing and 500-job loss in lei-
sure and hospitality. Offsetting these
larger annual losses were employment
gains in education and health services
(+400 jobs), financial activities (+200
jobs) and retail trade employment
(+200 jobs). These sectors’ gains are
nothing new nor are they surprising.

Direct questions and comments to:
Eric Grosso, State Labor Economist
201 East Washington Avenue
Room A400
Madison, Wisconsin 53702
Phone: 608.266.7034
e-mail: eric.grosso@dwd.state.wi.us

Find the most current labor market info at:
WWW.DWD.STATE.WILUS/LMI



